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Professor of Surgery, Medicine and Ethics, University of South Florida & St. Leo University
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Senior Fellow, Mack Center for Technological Innovation, The Wharton School;
and Managing Director, Decision Strategies International Inc. 
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William and Jacalyn Egan Professor of Management, Director, Center for Leadership and
Change Management, The Wharton School
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Professor of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine
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Professor of Medicine
Former Executive Vice President of the UPHS and Dean of the School of Medicine

The Gordon P. Buzby Surgical Leadership Fund, established by Dr. Buzby and
his family in 2003, provides for an Annual Surgical Leadership Lecture with an
Award presented to the surgical resident or faculty member most devoted to
exploring issues of surgical finances, management, administration and leadership.

A superb clinical surgeon, Dr. Buzby devoted his career to providing exemplary
patient care and developing a model clinical practice. Keenly aware of the
challenges in healthcare delivery and reimbursement, he focused on financial,
management and administrative issues and assumed a leadership role in the devel-
opment of new departmental initiatives and standards.

Gordon P. Buzby was Penn to the core. He com-
pleted his undergraduate studies at the University
of Pennsylvania (BS '70), his medical school edu-
cation at the University of Pennsylvania Medical
School (MD '74) and a seven year surgical resi-
dency at the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1981 he joined the Penn Surgery
faculty. In addition to his legacy of being an out-
standing general surgeon, he served as the Director
of the Nutrition Support Service and the Director
of the Residency Program. He was chosen as the
Director of the Residency Program because of the
close personal relationship he was able to forge with
every resident who came through the program.

On October 31, 2003 Dr. Buzby died after a heroic battle against a lung
cancer that was diagnosed only 7 months earlier. Opting for the most aggressive
treatment in the hopes of beating this disease, he had an incredibly positive,
admirable attitude up to the end. Even in this, he was a model of leadership and
inspiration.
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The Department of Surgery is a premier top 5 training program in surgery in the USA. More impor-
tantly it has focused on educating and training future “leaders” in the world of surgery and has suc-
cessfully contributed to the development of many superstars around the country. In establishing the
Lectureship Lectures Gordon envisioned encouraging the attendees to look outside their surgical silos
and view and absorb the many faces of leadership conveyed by acknowledged world leaders in their
spheres. Over the years this annual look “outside the box” has provided the audiences with views from
inside the CIA, world terrorist organizations, victim compensation during disasters, generational psy-
chology, executive decision-making, emotional intelligence and healthcare strategy.

The Gordon P. Buzby Surgical Leadership Lectures



GUEST LECTURERS:
Dereck and Beverly Joubert

“Lessons Learned Saving the Big Cats”
Dereck and Beverly Joubert are award-winning filmmakers, National
Geographic Explorers-in-Residence and wildlife conservationists, who have
been filming, researching and exploring in Africa for over 30 years.  Their
mission is the conservation and understanding of the large predators and other
key wildlife species that determine the course of all conservation in Africa.
They are the founders of the Big Cats Initiative with National Geographic,
which currently funds
39 grants in 17
countries for the con-
servation of big cats.

The Jouberts have
made 25 films for
National Geographic,
published 11 books,
half a dozen scientific
papers, and have writ-
ten many articles for the National Geographic Magazine. Beverly Joubert is
also an acclaimed photographer and her international exhibitions have further
helped to raise awareness for the plight of big cats across the world.

Their films have received international recognition with major accolades
including 7 Emmys, a Peabody, Wildscreen Panda Awards and a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Japan Wildlife Film Festival, to name but a few.
The Jouberts were also awarded the World Ecology Award alongside Prince
Charles and Richard Leakey, and in 2009, they were inducted into the
American Academy of Achievement. 

In 2011, Dereck and Beverly were honored with the Presidential Order of
Meritorious Service by the President of Botswana for their work within the

“We all know roughly what is right

and what is wrong.  Make every

decision based on that alone and

we will all be in better shape.”

— Beverly and Dereck Joubert 

country. The Jouberts’ 2011 film, “The Last Lions,” was filmed in Botswana
and has since become a powerful ambassador for wild lions globally, reaching
over 350 million people and collecting an array of international awards in the
process.  ‘The Last Lions’ won Best Theatrical Film at the Jackson Hole
Wildlife Film Festival, 4 SAFTA Awards in South Africa and in May 2013,
the film received 5 International Wildlife Film Festival Awards.  National
Geographic has agreed to donate all profits from the film to the conservation
of lions. Every win for ‘The Last Lions’, has been a win for Africa’s big cats.

In recent years, the Jouberts have expanded their conservation outreach
through another business venture, ‘Great Plains Conservation’. Dereck is
CEO of the company, and together with their business partners, they have
found a way to bring together conservation, communities and conservation
tourism to fund large tracts of land that can be protected for the local wildlife
and the surrounding communities.  Today that land totals about 1.8 million
acres in Africa.  Great Plains Conservation has won many awards including
Best Safari Accommodation Group and Best Safari Properties in Africa at the
2013 Safari Awards and 4 Best Safari Destination Awards from The Robb
Report, Relais & Chateaux, Forbes and Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report.  

The Jouberts’ efforts, as filmmakers, with the Big Cats Initiative and with
Great Plains Conservation, coincide with one aim: to save the wild places of
Africa, and to protect the creatures that depend on them. The President of
Botswana recently said it well: “Theirs is a life long passion; for each other, for
big cats, for Africa…they are true “children of Africa.”


